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REMARKS 

INTRODUCTION 

In accordance with the foregoing, claims 1-3, 7, and 1 1 have been amended and claims 
12-27 have been canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. No new matter is being presented, 
and approval and entry are respectfully requested. Therefore, claims 1-11 are pending and 
under consideration. Reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

OBJECTIONS TO THE CLAIMS 

In the Office Action, claims 1-6 were objected to. However, claims 1-3 have been 
amended according to the suggestions in the Office Action. Thus, these objections are moot. 

REJECTION UNDER 35 U.S.C. §112 

In the Office Action, at page 2, claims 7-1 1 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second 
paragraph. Since, claim 7 now recites that the mixture of rice and water are heated "in the 
microwave oven," and since claim 1 1 now recites "the predetermined value is set as a value at a 
point of time when the water is heated to the boiling point of water," applicants respectfully 
assert that the rejection is overcome. 

Applicants do, however, disagree that claim 1 1 includes a "method" limitation as 
suggested in the Office Action. Applicants assert that there is no evidence in the original claim 
for this statement and respectfully request that the suggestion that claim 1 1 included a "method" 
limitation be withdrawn. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Applicants acknowledge with appreciation that claims 1-11 have been found to contain 
allowable subject matter. However, applicants note that claim 1 is believed to be allowable 
because claim 1 recites at least a method of controlling cooking rice in a microwave oven. The 
method comprises setting up at least one rice cooking operation in the microwave oven 
depending upon an amount of rice and water, heating the rice and the water in a cooking 
chamber of the microwave oven using a magnetron, and computing the amount of the rice and 
the water in the microwave oven by measuring a vapor concentration within the cooking 
chamber. 
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Further applicants note that claim 7 is believed to be allowable because claim 7 recites a 
microwave oven comprising a control panel through which a user can select at least one rice 
cooking operation, a magnetron to heat a mixture of rice and water in the microwave oven with 
high frequency electromagnetic waves, a gas sensor to sense a vapor concentration generated 
from the mixture being cooked, a memory to store at least one rice cooking operation according 
to an amount of a mixture of the rice and the water be heated, and a controller to drive said 
magnetron to heat the mixture, to compute the amount of the mixture depending upon the 
sensed vapor concentration detected by said gas sensor, and to read the at least one rice 
cooking operation from said memory to control said magnetron. 

CONCLUSION 

In accordance with the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that all outstanding 
objections and rejections have been overcome and/or rendered moot. And further, that all 
pending claims patentably distinguish over the prior art. Thus, there being no further 
outstanding objections or rejections, the application is submitted as being in condition for 
allowance which action is earnestly solicited. 

If the Examiner has any remaining issues to be addressed, it is believed that prosecution 
can be expedited by the Examiner contacting the undersigned attorney for a telephone interview 
to discuss resolution of such issues. 

If there are any underpayments or overpayments of fees associated with the filing of this 
Amendment, please charge and/or credit the same to our Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 

Respectfully submitted, 



STAAS & HALSEY LLP 




Registration No. 55,378 

1201 New York Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 700 

Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)434-1500 
Facsimile: (202)434-1501 
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